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Forgiveness

I have been thinking a lot lately about forgiveness. This seems to be
the time of year that one hears a lot about forgiveness. Especially if you
really think about what happened to Jesus. This last week was Holy Week;
the last supper, Good Friday, and then Easter Sunday. He gave his life for
us so that our sins would be forgiven. That is what I have been playing
over and over in my head.

The reason I am thinking so much about this now, and for the past sev-
eral moths, is because on April 4th, the person that was found guilty of
murdering my son will have his sentencing hearing. That will be the day the
judge decides how much time is appropriate for his crime. This day will be
an opportunity for Chris’ family to speak about how much this crime has
changed our lives. I have already sent everything I ever wrote about Christ
and all the cards I made in his honor for the judge to read. I want him to
know how much my son means to me and how much it has hurt me and my
family to have this crime committed.

What I have a hard time with is watching how my other two children
have dealt with their pain. Dawn was very angry with God and totally
blamed Him for taking her brother. Only recently has she gotten her faith
back and is ready to move on. This hearing will give her an opportunity to
tell Brian how much her life has been affected. With a lot of work and wit
the help of God, she is finally in a good place. She had a lot of hatred for a
very long time, and now she tells me she has forgiven him. Not for Brian,
but rather for herself, so she can move on and live the life she deserves. 1
am very happy and proud of her for coming to this point. I remember talk-
ing to her many times and telling her that God did not take Chris, Brian’s
actions did. She started to pray again and now there is light at the end of
the tunnel for her.

My son, Fred, also had a hard time, but somehow he got through his
grief a little faster. He has great faith in God and I know that is why he is
coping okay. He also is ready to forgive. Nothing changes the fact that
Chris is gone and not coming back, so there is no use expending all your
energy on negative things. Fred got it a little sooner than Dawn, and I am
very proud of both of them that they are at this point.

I, on the other hand, have been struggling with the forgiveness part. I
sat at the trial and listened everyday to the awful things my son went
through. I sat there as they read the verdict and Brian showed no remorse.
Of course he was guilty, he already knew that. This entire last week has
been all about forgiveness. I know Chris wants me to forgive Brian, I have
known since the minute I found out he was gone. I also know Chris has
forgiven. Hatred and anger just bred more hatred and anger. When you

forgive someone it lifts a burden from your shoulders. That
person no longer controls your life. Forgiveness frees you up
to be the person God wants all of us to be. Being able to for-
give another person is very powerful, and so much better than
harboring anger and bitterness. Yes, I have prayed a long
time to be able to say that I forgive Brian. It really doesn’t
change anything, anyway. Chris is gone, but I will see him again and spend
eternity with him and other people I love. I know in my heart that I have
forgiven him; the hard part will be saying it out loud and to his face. Do I
expect to see any remorse? I am not sure, but it would be nice. Even if it
doesn't happen, this forgiveness comes from my heart and is my healing.

Some of the last words Jesus said were, “Forgive them, Father, for they
know not what they do.” I have come to realize that life is about forgive-
ness because none of us is perfect. Without forgiveness, it would be a very
lonely world for me.

In Loving Memory of my son,
Christopher Wilson 5/16/77-7/24/05
Robin Larsen, TCF, Katy, TX
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TCF Inner Loop Chap’cer

Holds First Meeting

The Compassionate Friends In-
ner Loop Chapter will have its first
regular meeting on Tuesday, April
15" . Doors open at 6:30 and
meeting begins at 7pm (always the
39 Tuesday of the Month) Our pro-
gram will be Getting to Know
You. Covenant Church, 4949 Caro-

line in the Museum District. g
TCF West Houston ‘

Moving Back to Tallowood

The Compassionate Friends
West Houston Chapter will once
again be meeting at Tallowood Bap-
tist Church. The next meeting is on
the 2nd Monday of April which will
be April 14. Tallowood Baptist

Church is located at

K/J)\\J/ Jessie’s Tourney

Slated For April 12th

The 12th annual Jessie’s Tour-
ney will be held Saturday, April 12,
at the Golf Club at Cinco Ranch in
Katy. The tournament starts at 1:30
pm. Cost is $85 for golfers and $15
for non-golfers who are attending
just for lunch. Lunch will be do-
nated by Outback Steakhouse.

All proceeds from Jessie’s Tour-
ney are donated to the Star of Hope
Mission. Joyce Margarce, a member
of our chapter, is Jessica Erin
(Jessie) Loverich’s mother. For in-
formation, call Ted Gilmore at
(281) 492-8189. {

TCF E-Newsletter

An E-Newsletter is available
through the National TCF Organiza-
tion. To subscribe, go to TCF's Na-
tional Web site home page (www.
compassionatefriends.org) and click
on “Register for E-Newsletter” link.
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Man can live for about forty days
without food, and about three days
without water, about eight minutes
without air ... but only for one sec-

ond without hope.
-Hal Lindsey





